THINGOE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


To  the  Thingoe  Rural  District  Council.  * 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  forty-third 
Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Thingoe 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1920.  I  have  endeavoured,  as 
far- as  possible,  to  comply  with  the  instructions  contained 
in  a  “  Memorandum  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangements  of 
the  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for 
1920,”  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

The  population  in  1911,  when  the  last  Census  was  Population, 
taken,  was  14,439. 

“In  1920  demobilisation  had  reached  a  stage  at  which 
it  is  felt  that  the  distinction  between  ‘  birth-rate  popula¬ 
tions  ’  and  ‘death-rate  populations,’  made  during  the 
period  when  a  large  part  of  the  male  population  was  under 
arms,  might  in  general  be  discontinued.” 

The  Registrar  General  has  therefore  issued  for  this  Dis¬ 
trict  a  single  estimate  of  the  population  for  1920,  viz., 

14,443,  an'd  if  is  on  this  number  that  both  the  following 
birth-rates  and  death-rates  have  been  framed. 

This  is  essentially  an  agricultural  district,  most  of  the  Physical 
land  being  under  cultivation.  The  subsoil  consists  main-  Features, 
ly  of  chalk,  which  is  covered  by  beds  of  clay,  gravel  or 
sand  of  varying  depths;  the  chalk,  however,  rises  to  the 
surface  in  places.  The  river  Lark  and  its  tributaries  run 
through  the  central  part  of  the  district,  mainly  in  a  north¬ 
erly  direction ;  while  in  the  eastern  portion  it  is  traversed 
by  some  tributaries  of  the  Little  Ouse.  The  highest  part 
of  the  district  is  about  400  feet  above  the  sea  level. 
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I  am  indebted  to  the  Rev.  H.  Ingate  Kilner,  of  Little 
Saxham  Rectory,  for  the  following  particulars: — 

During  the  year  rain,  hail  or  snow  fell  on  176  days,  the 
total  rainfall  being  21.49  inches. 


The  following  table  shows  the  rainfall  for  each  month 


of  the  year: — 

Wet 

Wet 

Inches. 

Days. 

Inches. 

Days. 

January 

2.15 

18 

August 

2. II 

14 

February 

1. 00 

10 

September 

2.22 

15 

March 

1.38 

15 

October 

.41 

5 

April 

3-78 

24 

November 

.69 

9 

May 

0.77 

13 

December 

2.64 

22 

J  une 

1.49 

9 

July 

2. 11 

14 

Total 

...  2I.49 

176 

The  social  conditions,  and  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants  are  those  pertaining  to  an  agricultural  district. 
The  general  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  good  and  tends  to 
longevity,  though  many  of  the  agricultural  labourers  have 
a  tendency  to  Rheumatism. 

A  remarkable  feature  was  the  great  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  births  during  the  year.  In  1920  there  were  350 
births,  as  against  237  in  1919.  Of  these  193  were  boys 
and  157  were  girls.  Illegitimate  children  numbered  14 
boys,  and  13  girls. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  1920  was  24.23  per  1,000. 

The  birth-rate  for  the  year  1919  was  16.37  per  1,000. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  1920  was  25.4 
per  1,000. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  1919  was  18.5 
per  1,000. 

Another  great  feature  was  the  decline  in  the  number  of 
deaths,  which  is  probably  fewer  than  has  ever  been  pre¬ 
viously  recorded. 

During  the  year  there  were  133  deaths,  of  which  78  were 
males  and  55  were  females. 

These  numbers  include  not  only  those  who  died  in  the 
district,  but  also  those  persons  belonging  to  the  Thingoe 
district,  who  died  in  various  institutions  and  other  places- 
outside  the  district. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  1920  was  9.28  per  1,000. 

The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12.4  per 
1 ,000. 
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There  were  13  deaths  recorded  amongst  children  under  Infant 
one  year  of  age,  of  these  10  were  boys  and  3  were  girls.  Mortality- 
There  were  no  deaths  amongst  illegitimate  children.  The 
proportion  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  to 
1,000  births  was  37. 

This  probably  is  the  lowest  on  record  for  this  district. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  proportion  was  80. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  almost  in-  Water 
variably  obtained  from  private  wells  of  variable  depths,  SdPP'y 
although  on  the  heavy  soils  water  is  occasionally  taken 
from  ponds.  The  water  taken  from  deep  wells  is  on  the 
whole  very  good,  although  hard;  but  that  taken  from 
shallow  wells  is  variable,  and  is  at  all  times  liable  to 
pollution.  During  a  dry  summer  some  inconvenience  is 
liable  to  be  caused  in  places,  owing  to  shortage  of  water, 
but  last  year  the  usual  supply  was  fairly  well  maintained. 

A  deep  well  on  Conyers  Green,  Great  Barton,  which 
supplies  some  twenty  houses,  the  water  from  which  is  pol¬ 
luted,  and  is  at  present  unfit  to  be  used  for  drinking  pur¬ 
poses,  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  correspondence 
between  the  District  Council  and  the  Parish  Council.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  some  definite  decision  will  shortly  be 
arrived  at,  and  steps  taken  to  put  the  well  into  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  and  working  condition. 

The  effluent  from  the  Sewage  Farm  at  West  Stow,  which  Drainage  and 
takes  the  whole  of  the  sewage  from  Bury  St.  Edmund’s,  Sewerage, 
discharges  into  a  stream  which  runs  into  the  river  Lark  at 
Lackford  bridge.  This  causes  little  or  no  nuisance,  and 
no  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  past  year  in 
connection  therewith. 

In  only  a  few  parishes  is  there  any  regular  system  of 
drainage,  and  consequently  waste  and  other  waters  are 
mostly  disposed  of  by  distribution  upon  the  occupiers’  gar¬ 
den  ground.  In  the  absence  of  adequate  sewerage  sys¬ 
tems,  perhaps  less  nuisance  is  caused  by  this  means  of 
disposal  than  by  discharging  drains  into  dead  wells  or  open 
ditches.  In  some  cases,  however,  drainage  is  discharged 
into  small  open  ditches,  where  it  quickly  becomes  absorb¬ 
ed  before  reaching  the  large  streams  or  rivers. 

The  closet  accommodation  usually  consists  of  a  vault 
privy  or  a  pail  closet,  but  the  former  are  gradually  being 
replaced  by  the  pail  closet.  In  only  a  few  parishes  are 
there  a  limited  number  of  hand  flushed  water  closets.  It 
is  only  in  the  larger  houses  that  there  are  properly  flushed 
water  closets  to  be  found. 
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The  approximate  number  of  each  type  of  closets,  as  far 

as  cottages  are  concerned,  is  : — 

• 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,181 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1,185 

Water  closets  ...  ...  ...  39 

In  no  parish  in  the  district  is  there  any  recognised 
scheme  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse, 
etc.,  and  in  only  isolated  cases  are  suitable  receptacles 
found  for  storing  refuse.  The  usual  method  is  for  the 
waste  to  lie  accumulating  upon  the  cottager’s  garden  until 
it  can  be  removed,  generally  to  the  owner’s  allotment, 
which  is  usually  situated  some  distance  from  his  house. 
For  some  of  the  large  villages  a  system  of  scavenging  might 
well  be  established,  and  I  have  strongly  recommended  this 
on  several  former  occasions. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Longhurst,  reports  that 
1,190  visits  were  made  during  the  year,  and  that  four 
Statutory  Notices  and  310  informal  notices  were  served. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  which  deals  with  de¬ 
fects  and  nuisances  discovered,  is  attached  hereto. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  and  no  underground  sleep¬ 
ing-rooms. 

There  is  only  one  factory  for  making  agricultural  im¬ 
plements,  etc.,  in  the  district.  The  34  registered  work¬ 
shops  include  23  bakehouses,  4  laundries,  3  blacksmiths’ 
shops,  2  tailors’  workshops,  and  2  miscellaneous.  These 
have  all  been  inspected,  and  7  minor  nuisances  abated. 

As  foreshadowed  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1919,  the 
inspection  of  the  Sanitary  Arrangements  at  Elementary 
Schools  has  received  special  attention  during  the  past  year, 
resulting  in  the  conversion  of  privies  into  pail  closets  at 
three  schools,  improved  drainage  at  three  schools,  and 
the  repair  of  sanitary  conveniences  at  one  school. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  School 
Medical  Officer,  and  he  generally  recommends  the  closure 
of  schools,  and  the  exclusion  of  children  from  school  when 
deemed  necessary. 

FOOD. 

There  are  26  registered  Cow-keepers  in  the  district, 
and  one  registered  Dairyman  and  Purveyor  of  Milk.  The 
milk  that  is  not  disposed  of  locally  is  mostly  sent  to  Lon¬ 
don  or  sold  in  Bury  St.  Edmund’s.  It  is  mostly  of  good 
quality  and  no  complaints  have  been  received,  nor  any 
prosecutions  undertaken.  The  dairies  and  cowsheds  have 
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been  inspected,  and  5  cowsheds  have  been  repaired  and 
4  cowsheds  limewashed,  by  request. 

Seven  persons  were  found  to  be  carrying  on  the  trade 
of  cowkeeper  and  purveyor  of  milk  without  being  regis¬ 
tered  as  such.  Although  this  is  an  offence  under  the 
Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  no  legal 
action  was  taken  by  the  Council,  as  it  was  realised  that 
the  offence  was  due  to  ignorance  of  the  law  rather  than  to 
wilful  contravention. 

(i.) — There  are  9  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and  Meat, 
they  have  been  frequently  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
who  times  his  visits,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  days  when 
slaughtering  takes  place.  They  are  all  in  good  repair, 
and  are  kept  clean.  The  meat  on  the  whole  is  of  very 
good  quality  and  particularly  free  from  disease. 

(ii.) — There  is  no  public  abattoir. 

(iii.) — It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under 

Section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  in  respect  to 
unsound  meat. 

(iv.) — No  animal  or  carcase  was  found  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district 
were : — 

In  1914,  8. 

In  January,  1920,  8. 

In  December,  1920,  9. 

One  carcase  of  a  pig  was  condemned  as  unwholesome,  Other  Foods, 
as  were  also  16  pounds  of  sausages. 

Ten  hundredweight  of  unsound  dates  were  removed 
from  the  South  West  India  Dock  to  a  farm  at  Stanton, 
where  they  were  used  for  cattle  feeding.  The  farm  was 
visited  and  instructions  given  that  none  of  these  dates 
were  to  be  used  for  human  consumption. 

The  23  bakehouses  were  generally  found  to  be  in  a  Bakehouses 
satisfactory  condition,  but  in  4  instances  lime-washing  and 
cleansing  was  carried  out  by  request. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  man  who  had  been  in  contact  with  cases  of  Small-  Small-pox. 
pox  on  board-ship  returned  to  his  home.  He  was  kept 
under  observation  till  all  fear  of  his  developing  the  disease 
had  passed  away. 
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Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  district 
during  the  year,  but  only  one  death  was  registered  as  due 
to  this  disease.  Although  this  complaint  is  not  now  a 
notifiable  disease  in  this  district,  a  number  of  cases  were 
reported  both  by  medical  practitioners  and  relatives.  The 
returns  of  the  head  teachers  of  schools,  however,  gives  the 
best  idea  as  to  the  number  of  cases  prevailing  in  different 
parishes. 

During  the  year  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the 
following  parishes 

No.  of  Cases.  No  of  houses  infected. 


Ampton  ...  i  ...  i 

Fornham  St.  Martin  i  ...  i 

Hengrave  ...  2  ...  2 

Horringer  ...  6  ...  5 

Pakenham  ...  4  ...  1 

Risby  ...  2  ...  2 

Rougham  ...  1  ...  1 

Total  ...  17  ...  13 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  only  in  Horringer  were 
more  than  two  families  infected  in  any  parish. 

All  the  cases  were  visited  and  supplied  with  disinfec¬ 
tants,  and  printed  instructions  as  to  the  precautionary 
measures  which  should1  be  taken. 

Subsequently  all  the  houses  were  disinfected. 


Cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  following  parishes: 


No.  of  families 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths.  infected. 

Nowton 

5  •••  1 

3 

Rougham 

1 

West  Stowe 

1  ...  — 

1 

Westley 

1  ...  — 

...  1 

Total  ., 

8  ...  1 
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Swabs  were  taken 

from  contacts  and 

examined  by  the 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  No  children  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  return  to  school  till  negative  results  had  been 
obtained. 

In  one  case  a  servant  in  a  large  house,  not  feeling  well, 
went  home,  and  shortly  afterwards  depe loped  Diphtheria. 
Swabs  were  taken  from  every  member  of  the  household  in 
which  she  had  lived,  but  on  examination  all  proved  to  be 
negative. 


Although  cases  of  Influenza  have  occurred,  the  disease  Influenza, 
lias  not  been  seriously  prevalent,  and  the  symptoms  have 
mainly  been  of  a  mild  type.  No  death  was  recorded  as 
due  to  this  disease. 

Three  deaths  from  Pneumonia  occurred  within  the  dis-  Pneumonia, 
trict.  These  were  all  isolated  cases,  and  the  disease  did 
not  in  anyway  assume  an  epidemic  form. 

No  fresh  cases  of  Malaria  were  notified  during  the  year.  Malaria. 

Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified,  in  Opthalmia 
each  case  complete  recovery  took  place  and  the  sight  was  Neonatorum- 
not  impaired. 

Ten  fresh  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  noti-  Tuberculosis, 
fled.  Of  these  4  were  males  and  6  were  females.  There 
were  also'  notified  3  cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis, 
viz.,  Spine  2,  Peritonitis  1. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
was  4 — 1  male  and  3  females;  while  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  was  4 — Meningitis  2 
males,  Caries  of  Spine  r  male,  Multible  Sinuses  1  male. 

Some  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  received  Sanatorium  treat¬ 
ment,  while  several  non-Pulmonary  cases  were  treated  at 
the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital. 

The  death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  .05  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  occurring  during  Cancer, 
the  year  was  22.  Of  these  12  were  males  and  10  were 
females.  This  represents  the  largest  number  of  deaths  due 
to  any  one  cause. 

The  organs  primarily  attacked  were  as  follows:  Lip  1, 

CEsophagus  2,  Stomach  2,  Intestines  2,  Colon  2,  Rectum  • 

4  Peritoneum  1,  Liver  3,  Lung  1,  Cervical  Glands  1, 

Mamma  2,  Uterus  1. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  general  arrangements  for  attending  to  the  health  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age,  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Council,  mainly 
through  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sick  Visitors. 

When  necessary  milk  is  supplied  to  both  mothers  and 
children  by  the  Guardians,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
District  Medical  Officers. 

Two  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred,  one  at  Ixworth 
and  one  at  Tckworth. 
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As  already  stated  there  were  13  deaths  recorded  amongst 
children  under  one  year  of  age,  but  there  were  no  deaths 
amongst  illegitimate  children. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cause  of  death  of  each 
child  who  died  under  one  month  and  under  one  year  of 
age : — 


Under  1 

month. 

Under  1  year. 

Total. 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

I 

I 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus 

I 

— 

1 

Icterus  Neonatorum 

1 

...  I 

2 

Convulsions 

— 

I 

I 

Premature  birth 

3 

— 

3 

Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

3 

— 

3 

Injury  at  birth  ... 

2 

— 

2 

10 

3 

13 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  staff  for  carrying  out  the  Sanitary  arrangements  of 
the  district  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
one  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Longhurst. 

Mr.  Longhurst,  who  has  carried  out  his  duties  most 
efficiently,  now  possesses  a  motor  bicycle,  towards  the  up¬ 
keep  of  which  the  Council  allows  him  £ 20  a  year. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  available  for  ordinary' 
infectious  diseases,  although  smallpox  cases,  should  they 
occur,  would  doubtless  be  treated  in  the  County  Council 
Smallpox  Hospital,  which  is  situated  in  Fomham  St. 
Martin. 

I  consider  it  my  duty  again  to  urge,  as  I  have  done  on 
many  previous  occasions,  the  necessity  for  an  Isolation 
Hospital.  Such  an  hospital  might  be  arranged  so  as  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  one  or  more  districts. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  arranged  for 
any  necessary  bacteriological  work,  such  as  examining 
swabs  for  Diphtheria,  Sputum  for  Tubercle  Baocilli,  etc., 
while  the  County  Analyst  undertakes  the  examination  of 
samples  of  water,  etc. 

OTHER  SERVICES. 

The  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital  has  over  100  beds 
available  for  accidents  and  surgical  and  medical  cases 
amongst  civilians. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  reception  of  ex¬ 
soldiers  requiring  operative  and  special  treatment,  and 
quite  a  large  number  have  again  this  year  been  admitted. 

This  Hospital  is  now  fitted  with  an  up-to-date  X-Ray 
department,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
treatment  by  X-Ravs  of  certain  cases  of  Ringworm  occur¬ 
ring  in  the  district. 

An  Orthopaedic  Centre  is  also  about  to  be  established 
in  connection  with  this  Hospital. 

The  Northgate  Red  Cross  Hospital,  which  has  about  35 
beds,  is  still  open  for  the  treatment  of  ex-soldiers.  It  is 
nearly  always  full,  and  in  addition  a  large  number  attend 
regularly  as  out-patients. 

In  addition  to  the  Medical  Officers  in  charge  of  this 
Hospital,  Specialists  in  surgery,  eyes,  ear  and  throat 
diseases,  and  in  Malaria,  are  frequently  in  attendance. 

Many  of  those  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
receive  treatment  at  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council 
Sanatorium. 

Cases  of  Venereal  Diseases  are  treated  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Many  defects  occurring  amongst  school  children,  which 
have  not  been  treated  elsewhere,  have  been  dealt  with  by 
the  School  Medical  Officer. 

HOUSING. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  approximately 
about  3,487,  and  the  number  occupied  by  the  working 
classes  about  2,700. 

The  houses  occupied  by  the  working  classes  may  rough¬ 
ly  be  divided  into  three  classes. 

First,  some  good  cottages,  which  are  chiefly  to  be  found 
on  the  large  est  a  tester  the  closed  villages.  This  class  are 
largely  constructed  of  brick  or  flint  and  rubble  walls,  with 
slate  or  tile  roofs,  and  they  generally  contain  three  bed¬ 
rooms,  two  sitting-rooms,  and  have  the  usual  outhouses, 
etc. 

Another  class  are  those  built  of  lath  and  plaster  walls, 
with  slate  or  tile  roofs,  and  they  gaierally  contain  two  bed¬ 
rooms,  a  living-room,  a  scullery  and  pantry. 

The  third  class  are  the  thatched  dwellings,  many  of 
which  have  old  wattle  or  clay  lump  walls,  while  the  ground 
floor  is  often  below  the  level  of  the  surrounding  ground, 
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and  the  floor  consists  of  bricks  laid  on  the  bare  earth. 
These  cottages  usually  contain  two  bedrooms  and  one  liv¬ 
ing-room. 

There  does  not  now  appear  to'  be  any  great  shortage  of 
houses  in  the  district. 

The  population  is  fairly  stationary,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  when  the  last  Census  was  taken,  it  was 
14,439,  ar*d  now  it  is  estimated  to  be  14,443. 

The  chief  cause  of  overcrowding  is  due  to  the  small  size 
of  the  houses  as  compared  with  some  large  families  to  be 
accommodated,  and  thus  not  admitting  of  the  proper 
separation  of  the  sexes  when  the  children  reach  the  age  of 
12  years  and  upwards.  It  is  to  be  noted  moreover  that 
seme  of  the  larger  houses  in  a  village  are  not  necessarily 
occupied  by  the  biggest  families. 

Three  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  remedied. 

A  detailed  inspection  has  been  made  of  the  worst  houses 
in  the  district.  Although  few  were  found  to'  be  absolutely 
unfit  for  habitation,  there  are  130  houses  which  might  be 
closed  with  advantage  as  better  accommodation  becomes 
available. 

Sixty-eight  houses  have  now  been  put  into  a  reasonable 
state  of  repair. 

The  chief  defects  found  arise  from  general  dilapida¬ 
tions,  insufficient  height  of  bedrooms  and  living-rooms, 
dampness  due  to  absence  of  damp  course,  very  small 
houses  without  sufficient  accommodation  for  storing  food 
and  for  washing  facilities,  insufficient  circulation  of  air 
through  dwellings,  badly  lighted  houses,  and  houses  of 
poor  structure. 

An  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  condition  of 
many  houses,  which  during  the  war  had  been  allowed  to 
fall  into  a  state  of  disrepair.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the 
action  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who,  during  the 
course  of  inspection  was  often  accompanied  by  myself. 

Credit  is  partly  due  moreover  to'  some  owners  of  pro¬ 
perty,  who  realising  their  responsibility  have  voluntarily  or 
more  willingly  carried  out  necessary  repairs. 

Informal  notices  were  sent  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
the  owners  when  defects  were  discovered,  and  these  were 
followed  up  by  a  personal  intervieAv  where  necessary  and 
when  possible.  This  procedure  has  on  the  whole  been  fairly 
successful,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector’s  report.  The  difficulties  which  have  been  experi- 
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diced  in  getting  repairs  effected  arose  from  (i).  dearth  of 
skilled  labour  for  repair  work;  (2)  procrastination  on  the 
part  of  owners  or  agents,  in  the  hope  that  the  cost  of  build¬ 
ing  materials  and  wages  will  decline  in  the  near  future. 

No  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  or  the  Housing  Acts. 

Details  of  repairs,  improvements,  and  abatement  of 
nuisances  in  connection  with  dwelling-houses  are  given  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report. 

It  may  be  noted  that  during  the  past  year  four  new 
houses  have  been  erected  in  the  following  parishes:  Bard- 
well  t.  Great  Barton  2,  Little  Whelnetham  1,  while  12 
Armv  huts  have  been  converted  into  comfortable  dwelling- 
houses  at  Great  Barton,  and  one  at  Pakenham. 

*At  the  close  of  the  year  six  houses  were  in  course  of 
erection  at  Pakenham,  and  one  Army  hut  was  being  con¬ 
verted  into-  a  dwelling-house  at  Brockley.  The  six  houses 
at  Pakenham  are  being  built  by  the  District  Council,  and 
will  consist  of  a  living-room,  siz  t 6ft.  x  12ft.;  a  scullery, 
8ft.  x  9ft.  ;  a  pantry,  and  three  bedrooms,  (1)  12ft.  2in. 
x  8ft.  4m.,  (2)  7ft.  6in.  x  8ft.  pin.,  (3)  1 6ft.  x  12ft.  4m. 
Height,  8  feet.  The  walls  are  of  concrete,  and  the  roof 
of  pantiles.  Toeach  house  will  be  attached  a  pail  closet. 
The  water  supply  will  be  obtained  from  a  well  45  feet  in 
depth.  The  subsoil  on  which  the  houses  are  built  is 
gravel. 

The  District  Council  propose  shortly  to  commence  the 
erection  of  12  or  more  similar  houses. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  SCOTT  KILNER, 
M.B.,  C.M.,  Edin.  ;  D.P.H.,  Cambs., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Bury  St.  Edmund’s, 

April  2nd,  1921. 


Table  shelving  Causes  of  Deaths  in  the  Thingoe  Dural 
District  during  the  Year  1920. 


All  Causes 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

78 

55 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

Small  Pox 

3 

Measles 

I 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

♦ 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

7 

Influenza 

8 

Erysipelas 

9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

I 

3 

IO 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

2 

II 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

12 

IO 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

I 

14 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

7 

9 

l6 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

19 

Diarrhoea,  &'c.  (under  2  years) 

20 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

21 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

21 A 

Alcoholism 

22 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

I 

I 

23 

Puerperal  Fever... 

I 

24 

Parturition  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever  ... 

25 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  ... 

6 

3 

26 

Violence  apart  from  Suicide 

3 

I 

27 

Suicide... 

2 

I 

28 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

29 

21 

29 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age.  Total 

IO 

3 

Ditto,  Illegitimate 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  AND 

HOMEWORK. 

i.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 
including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspect 

ons. 

Written  Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

I 

_ 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  ... 

34 

— 

Workplaces 

— 

— 

Total 

35 

— 

2  — DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  &  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

6 

Want  of  ventilation 

Other  nuisances  ... 

„  ,  .  (  Insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  j  Unsuitable  or  defective 

I 

I 

Total  ... 

7 

7 

*  Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Notices  served 
on  Occupiers  as 
to  keeping  or 
sending  lists. 

Lists. 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

(1)  making,  &c. 

2 

42 

— 

Total  ... 

2 

42 

— 

4. — REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year — 

Workshop  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  Laundries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Blacksmiths’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tailors’  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ...  ...  34 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 

Number  of  Visits  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1190 

,,  Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  87 


,,  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  3x0 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  UNDER  THE  HOUSING 
AND  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.,  ACT,  1909,  AND 
HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS,  1910. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  and  re-visited  ...  ...  678 

,,  ,,  inspected  in  detail  ...  ...  ...  278 

Number  of  houses  which  could  be  closed  with  advantage  when 

better  accommodation  is  available  ...  ...  130 

,,  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with 

a  view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  4 

,,  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

, ,  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied  without 

.he  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  — 

,,  houses  which,  after  the  making  of  closing  orders, 


were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation  .  — 

houses  made  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  68 

houses  closed  voluntarily  by  owners  as  unfit  ...  1 

houses  demolished  voluntarily  by  owners  ....  4 

,,  provided  with  improved  means  of  light¬ 
ing  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  where  dampness  has  been  remedied  ...  9 

, ,  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  erected  (converted  Army  huts)  .. .  ...  13 

,,  re-built  or  added  to  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  ...  7 

instances  where  one  house  has  been  converted 

into  two  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  where  overcrowded  conditions  have  been 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

dangerous  buildings  demolished  ...  ...  1 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS  TO  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Number  of  houses  where  walls  have  been  repaired... 

,,  ,,  floors  repaired  ... 

,,  ,,  roofs  repaired  ... 

,,  ..  roofs  re-thatched 

,,  ,,  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...» 

,,  ,,  window  frames  repaired 

•  ,,  staircases  repaired  or  protected 

,,  ,,  troughing  provided 

,,  ,,  troughing  repaired 

,,  ,,  ashpits  demolished 

,,  ,,  yard  surfaces  paved  or  repaired 

,,  ,,  outbuildings  repaired 

,,  ,,  chimneys  repaired 

,,  ,,  coppers  have  been  provided  or  repaired 

,,  ,,  stoves  repaired  ... 

,,  ,,  doors  and  sills  repaired 

✓ 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Number  of  pail  clesets  erected  (additional  accommodation) 

,,  privies  repaired 

,,  privies  converted  into'  pail  closets  ... 

,,  privies  converted  into  hand-flushed  W.C.’s  ... 

,,  pail  closets  repaired  ... 

,,  waste  pipes  disconnected 

,,  new  drains  constructed 

,,  drains  repaired  or  trapped 

,,  blocked  drains  cleared 

,,  cesspools  emptied 

,,  open  ditches  cleansed  ... 

,,  yard  drains  improved  ... 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis 

,,  ,,  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes 

,,  new  wells  sunk  ... 

,,  wells  closed  ... 

,,  wells  repaired 

,,  wells  deepened  ... 


4i 

11 

'23 

12 

21 

17 

4 

3 

4 

2 

!3 

4 

8 

3 

9 

7 

7 

i7 

1 

1 

3 

3 

4 

2 

6 

3 

4 

2 

8 

6 

2 
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Number  of  wells  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  wells  fitted  with  fixed  bucket  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  pumps  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  houses  supplied  from  purer  sources  ...  ...  — 

,,  ponds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  visits  to  School  Premises  ...  ...  ...  46 

,,  privies  converted  into  pail  closets,  representing 

three  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  schools  where  drainage  improved  ...  ...  3 

,,  schools  where  sanitary  fittings  repaired  ...  1 

,,  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  visits  made  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  53 

registered  cow  keepers  in  the  District  ...  ...  26 

,,  registered  dairymen  and  purveyors  of  milk  in 

the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  cowsheds  altered  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  cowsheds  where  lime-washing  was  requested  ...  4 

,,  persons  found  to  be  carrying  on  trade  of  cow- 

keeper  without  being  registered  ...  ...  7 

,,  visits  to  workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

,,  out-workers’  homes  visited  ...  ...  ...  32 

,,  bakehouses  where  repairs  or  cleansing  was  requested  4 

,,  slaughterhouses  where  cleansing  was  requested  1 

,,  nuisances  caused  by  the  improper  keeping  of 

animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  offensive  accumulations  requested  to  be  removed  6 


WILLIAM  L.  LONGHURST. 

C.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

West  Hill  House,  Stanningfield, 

Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 


SANITARY  STATISTICS  OF  THINGOE 


SUBJECTS 

Ampton. 

Bardwell. 

Barrow. 

Barton  Great. 

Bradfield  Combust. 

Bradfield  St.  Clare. 

Bradfield  St.  George. 

Brockley 

Chedburgh. 

Chevington. 

Culford. 

Denham. 

Depden. 

Flempton. 

Fornham  All  Saints. 

Fornham  St.  Genovieve. 

Fornham  St.  Martin. 

Hardwick. 

Hargrave. 

Hawstead. 

1 

Acreage  . 

736 

3183 

2677 

3764 

823 

1427 

1968 

1538 

57 1 

2445 

2229 

1310 

1596 

947 

1705 

688 

1294 

114 

1781 

2304 

Population — 1901 . 

121 

668 

967 

645 

123 

i65 

4I7 

243 

191 

457 

3i3 

167 

192 

162 

333 

92 

282 

25 

337 

297 

,,  1911 . 

130 

645 

95° 

718 

123 

178 

407 

235 

191 

47i 

325 

i59 

197 

•  174 

377 

58 

278 

19 

304 

292 

Estimated  Population,  1920  . 

I. 

Births . 

2 

13 

17 

■5 

5 

4 

8 

5 

2 

IO 

6 

3 

5 

6 

9 

I 

5 

I 

8 

8 

II 

Deaths  .  . 

2 

6 

7 

3 

I 

I 

5 

4 

I 

3 

4 

I 

I 

I 

2 

I 

2 

~~~ 

I 

3 

III 

Infectious  Diseases — 

(Notification  Act ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  and  other  Fevers  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis . 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ..  .. 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

— 

- - 

— 

_ _ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

J  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■  — 

1  " 

_ 

_ 

_ __ 

____ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

. 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox . 

I 


RURAL  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


Horningsheath. 

rG 

u 

0 

£ 

0 

t”H 

Ingham. 

Ix  worth. 

Ixworth  Thorpe. 

Lack  ford. 

Livermere  Great. 

Livermere  Little. 

Nowton. 

Pakenham. 

Rede. 

k-'-i 

rO 

rJ) 

2 

Rougham 

Rushbrooke. 

Saxham  Great. 

Saxham  Little. 

Stanningfield. 

Stanton. 

Tim  worth. 

Troston, 

>> 

JD 

t n 

O 

£ 

West  Stow. 

Whelnetham  Great. 

Whelnetham  Little. 

Whepstead. 

'I? 

£ 

V 

0 

>> 

Transfers. 

Total. 

2212  . 

1258 

1830 

2304 

1065 

2338 

1555 

r437 

1165 

37ii 

1239 

2818 

3977 

1063 

I45° 

1320 

1469 

3319 

1375 

1779 

I24O 

2941 

1495 

599 

2732 

2310 

— 

83998 

525 

100 

252 

856 

ll5 

178 

211 

I4O 

201 

886 

C'l 

OO 

H 

351 

849 

134 

199 

i59 

258 

77  8 

t45 

235 

152 

i93 

357 

138 

472 

42 

— 

14528 

552 

100 

237 

893 

12  7 

171 

204 

I70 

194 

860 

192 

335 

742 

129 

219 

167 

254 

787 

160 

205 

143 

223 

366 

ii  8 

430 

40 

— 

14439 

14 

2 

3 

27 

6 

3 

6 

3 

2 

15 

3 

9 

23 

2 

4 

9 

1 

9 

22 

5 

4 

3 

4 

4 

6 

IO 

3 

9 

14443 

350 

2 

- 

I 

8 

I 

2 

3 

2 

2 

5 

— 

2 

5 

I 

I 

1 

2 

IO 

I 

— 

I 

— 

2 

I 

3 

— 

27 

i33 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

t7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

--  - 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

I 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

I 

— 

— 

2 

% 

2 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

IO 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— V 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

